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The Walt Whitman Club
The list of men who have been inducted into 
the Iowa Schoolmasters W alt Whitman Club 
over the past 75 years reads like a W ho’s Who of 
great names in Iowa education. The idea for 
such a club had its inception at Cedar Falls in 
1895, when }. T. Merrill, then superintendent of 
schools at Cedar Rapids, was visiting with O. }. 
Laylander, superintendent at Cedar Falls. Com­
menting on Laylander’s expressed wish that the 
writings of W alt Whitman should become more 
familiar to students, Merrill said: “W hy not or­
ganize a W alt Whitman Club?
At the meeting of the Iowa State Teachers As­
sociation the following fall the suggestion took 
definite form when Superintendents }. T. Merrill, 
F. J. Sessions, W . D. Wells, George I. Miller, 
and O. J. Laylander drew up a brief organization 
paper and prepared a list of charter members. The 
following comprised the charter membership of 
the W alt Whitman Club when it was organized in 
Des Moines in 1895:
J. T .  M e rr ill
F . J. S e s s io n s  
G e o rg e  I. M ille r  
W .  D . W e l l s
W .  W .  R o d w e ll 
W .  F . C h e v a lie r  
S h e rm a n  Y a te s
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O . J. L a y la n d e r  F . T .  O ld t
L. E . A . L in g  W .  A . D o ro n
S . H . S h e a k le y  C h a r le s  E . S h e lto n
At the Club’s meeting in 1896, J. T. Merrill 
was elected president for life, with the title of 
Chief W alt, and O. J. Laylander was elected sec­
retary—with the title of Scribe W alt. On the 
death of Mr. Merrill in 1900, Franklin T. Oldt 
was elected Chief W alt. W hen Mr. Laylander 
moved to Chicago in 1906 to accept a key position 
with Ginn & Company, W alt Palmer succeeded 
him as Scribe W alt.
The Iowa Schoolmasters Club evoked consid­
erable curiosity at its inception. Many wondered 
as to the real object of the club. The press referred 
to it in a mysterious way. The members themselves 
were secretive. According to O. }. Laylander, the 
“old ladies of both sexes jumped to the conclusion 
that it was something horrid.” After all, Whitman 
had been dead only three years when the Walt 
Whitman Club suddenly sprang into being in Iowa. 
Many knew W alt WLitman only by one line—
" I  s o u n d  m y  b a r b a r ic  y a w p  o v e r  th e  ro o fs  o f  th e  w o r ld .”
Would Iowa, some concerned citizens queried, 
suddenly become a land resounding with “barbaric 
yawps” from the members of this new club? As 
O. }. Laylander relates:
In  c e r ta in  e d u c a t io n a l  c irc le s , th e  c lu b  w a s  d e n o u n c e d  
a s  s o m e th in g  d a n g e r o u s  a n d  w a s  e v e n  r e f e r r e d  to  from
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th e  p u lp it  b y  a  p ro fe s s o r -p r e a c h e r  in  su c h  a  w a y  a s  to  le a d  
h is  h e a re r s  to  b e liev e  th a t  th e  W a l t  W h i tm a n  C lu b  w a s  
a  p ro m o te r  o f  u n d e rg ro u n d  l i te ra tu re .  W h i le  th e  le a d e rs  
in th e  c lu b  q u ie tly  e n jo y e d  th is  m is u n d e rs ta n d in g , th e y  
fe lt th a t  o u t o f  re s p e c t  to  c e r ta in  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  c lu b  
so m e th in g  d e s p e ra te  h a d  to  be  d o n e  in  o rd e r  to  sa v e  th e  
r e p u ta t io n  o f th e  c lu b .
Even such a staid editor as Johnson Brigham 
seemed to raise an eyebrow as he took notice of 
the club in his Midland Monthly of February, 
1897. In his editorial, Brigham wrote:
A  m o st n o ta b le  e v e n t in  th e  l i te r a ry  h is to ry  o f  th e  M id ­
d le - W e s t  is th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  o f a  W a l t  W h i tm a n  C lu b , 
c o m p o se d  o f  tw e lv e  o f th e  fo re m o s t e d u c a to r s  in  th e  S ta te  
o f  Io w a : S u p t. J. T .  M e rr ill , C e d a r  R a p id s ; S u p t. C h a r le s  
E . S h e lto n , B u r lin g to n ; S u p t. S . H . S h e a k le y , W a v e r ly ;  
S u p t. F . T .  O ld t ,  D u b u q u e ; S u p t. W .  A . D o ro n , M o n ti-  
cello ; S u p t. S h e rm a n  Y a te s , Id a  G ro v e ; S u p t. G . I. M ille r , 
B o o n e ; S u p t. W .  F . C h e v a lie r , R e d  O a k ;  S u p t. F . J. S e s ­
s io n s , W a te r lo o ;  S u p t. L. E . A . L in g , C re sc o ; S u p t. O . J. 
L a y la n d e r , C e d a r  F a lls ;  a n d  P ro f . W .  D . W e l ls ,  D a v e n ­
p o rt.
T h e  o rg a n iz a t io n  w a s  e ffec ted  b e tw e e n  tim es d u r in g  th e  
re c e n t c o n v e n tio n  o f  th e  S ta te  T e a c h e r s  A s s o c ia tio n  in  
D e s  M o in e s . I ts  p u rp o s e  is to  s tu d y  W h i tm a n  a n d  b y  
c o r re s p o n d e n c e  c o m p a re  n o te s  o n  h is  p o em s. I ts  m e m b e rs  
w ill m ee t o n c e  a  y e a r  a t  th e  S ta te  C a p ita l  fo r  c o n fe re n c e  
a n d  d isc u ss io n . T w e n ty  y e a r s  a g o  th e se  g e n tle m e n  w o u ld  
h a v e  je o p a rd iz e d  th e ir  s ta n d in g  a s  e d u c a to rs  b y  su c h  a  
c o m m itm e n t to  th e  a u th o r  o f  “ L e a v e s  o f  G ra s s ."
The founding fathers of the W alt Whitman 
Club proved themselves both resourceful and 
equal to the challenge that lay before them. Their
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next initiates, they determined, would possess 
such outstanding virtues that none could raise a 
questioning voice. Furthermore, they decided that 
the entire program would be witnessed by a group 
of highly regarded, unbiased citizens, who were 
not members of their Club.
Two exemplary Iowans, President Wm. M. 
Bcardshear of Iowa State College at Ames and 
Freeman H. Bloodgood, Fayette County Super­
intendent of Schools at W est Union, were invited 
to join the club. Then, to cap it off, Governor 
Leslie M. Shaw and other distinguished Iowans, 
including a Des Moines editor, were invited to 
the first Annual Banquet and with it, the privi­
lege of witnessing the initiation. The following 
news account written by Lafayette Young of the 
Iowa Daily Capital appeared the next day in his 
Des Moines paper:
T h e  firs t a n n u a l  s p r e a d  o f  th e  Io w a  S c h o o l M a s te r s  
W a l t  W h i tm a n  C lu b , h e ld  a t  th e  T u r n e r  h a ll p a r lo r s  la s t 
n ig h t , m a rk e d  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t p le a s a n t  a n d  in te re s t in g  
g a th e r in g s  th a t  h a s  e v e r  s u r r o u n d e d  a  b a n q u e t in g  b o a rd  in 
D e s  M o in e s . T h e  “ W a l t  W h i tm a n  C lu b "  is a n  o r g a n iz a ­
tio n  c o m p o s e d  o f  a b o u t  a  s c o re  o f  “ g o o d  fe l lo w s ” c h o se n  
fro m  a m o n g  th e  le a d in g  e d u c a to r s  o f  Io w a . I ts  o b je c t is 
e x p re s s e d  in th e  w o rd  “ c a m a r a d e r ie .” I ts  p u rp o s e  is to  
in c u lc a te  a  s p i r i t  o f  g o o d  fe llo w sh ip . T h e s e  lin e s  serve 
a s  i ts  m o tto :
C a m a ra d o ,  I g iv e  y o u  m y  h a n d !
I g iv e  y o u  m y  lo v e  m o re  p re c io u s  th a n  m o n e y ,
I g iv e  y o u  m y se lf  b e fo re  p re a c h in g  o r  la w ;
W il l  y o u  g iv e  m e y o u rs e lf?  W i l l  y o u  co m e tra v e l  w ith  m e? 
S h a ll w e  s tic k  b y  e a c h  o th e r  a s  lo n g  a s  w e  live?
T h e  f e a tu re  o f  la s t  n ig h t ’s p ro g ra m  w a s  th e  in it ia tio n  in ­
to  th e  m y s tic ism s  o f  th e  o rd e r  o f  P re s id e n t  W .  M . B e a rd -  
s h e a r  o f  th e  Io w a  A g r ic u l tu ra l  c o lle g e  a n d  S u p e r in te n d e n t  
F . H . B lo o d g o o d  o f  W e s t  U n io n . F o llo w in g  th e s e  in te r ­
e s tin g  c e re m o n ie s  th e  b a n q u e t  w a s  s e rv e d  a t  m id n ig h t. 
C o v e rs  w e re  la id  fo r  tw e n ty .  T h e  in v ite d  g u e s ts  in c lu d e d  
G o v . L. M . S h a w . W il l ia m  H a w le y  S m ith  o f  P e o r ia , S a m ­
uel S tra u s s , S . Y . G illa n  o f M ilw a u k e e , E lb e r t  H u b b a rd ,  
e d ito r  o f th e  ' P h i l i s t in e '’ o f  E a s t  A u ro ra ,  N e w  Y o rk , H o n . 
L a fe  Y o u n g  a n d  F . W .  B ick n e ll. T h e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  
o rd e r  p re s e n t  w e re  S u p e r in te n d e n t  J. T .  M e rr i l l  o f  C e d a r  
R a p id s , F . C . E a s tm a n  o f th e  N o rm a l S c h o o l o f  C e d a r  
F a lls , T .  M . I r ish  o f  D u b u q u e , S u p e r in te n d e n t  W .  F . 
C h e v a lie r  o f  R ed  O a k , P r e s id e n t  W .  M . B e a rd s h e a r  o f 
A m es, S u p e r in te n d e n t  O . J. L a y la n d e r  o f  C e d a r  F a lls , 
S u p e r in te n d e n t  G e o rg e  I. M ille r  o f B o o n e , L. E . A . L in g  
o f C re sc o , S u p e r in te n d e n t  F . T .  O ld t  o f  D u b u q u e , S u p e r ­
in te n d e n t  C . E . S h e lto n  o f B u r lin g to n , S u p e r in te n d e n t  F . 
J. S e s s io n s  o f W a te r lo o ,  S u p e r in te n d e n t  S . H . S h e a k le y  
o f W a v e r ly ,  S u p e r in te n d e n t  W .  A . D o ro n  o f  E ld o ra , F . 
D . M e r r i t t  o f  th e  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty  a t  Io w a  C ity , a n d  
S u p e r in te n d e n t  B lo o d g o o d  o f W e s t  U n io n .
A n  e la b o ra te  m en u  w a s  s e rv e d  a n d  a f te r  coffee, S u p e r ­
in te n d e n t  M e rr ill ,  w h o  h o ld s  th e  office o f C h ie f  W a l t ,  
tu rn e d  o v e r  h is  p la c e  o f a u th o r i ty  to  B ro th e r  W a l t  E a s t ­
m an , w h o  a c te d  a s  to a s tm a s te r ,  in tro d u c in g  th e  d if fe re n t 
s p e a k e rs  in  a  m a n n e r  th o ro u g h ly  o r ig in a l a n d  e lo q u e n t. 
T o a s t s  w e re  re s p o n d e d  to  b y  B ro th e rs  B e a rd s h e a r , B lo o d ­
g o o d , S h e lto n , S e ss io n s , L a y la n d e r  a n d  M e r r i t t .  G o v e rn o r  
S h a w  a n d  S a m u e l S t r a u s s  r e s p o n d e d  fo r th e  g u e s ts  o f  th e  
e v e n in g . I t w a s  la te  th is  m o rn in g  w h e n  th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  
in th e  b a n q u e t  w e re  d ism isse d  a f te r  sch o o l b o y  fa sh io n  b y  
“C h ie f  W a l t ” M e rr ill .  T h e  b a n q u e t  w ill be  lo n g  re -
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m e m b e re d . T h e  m e n u  c a rd s ,  w h ic h  w e re  g iv e n  th e  g u e s ts  
a s  s o u v e n ir s ,  w e re  s p le n d id  w o rk s  o f  a r t .  T h e  c o v e r  o f 
e a c h  w a s  a  p e n  d r a w in g  s u g g e s t iv e  o f  th e  d if fe re n t  d a ily  
o c c u p a t io n s  o f  m e m b e rs  a n d  g u e s ts .  A t ta c h e d  b y  a  g o ld  
se a l w a s  a  le a f  o f  g r a s s ,  s ta m p e d  w ith  th e  in i t ia ls  o f  th e  
“W a l t  W h i tm a n  C lu b .”
T H E  P A L IM P S E S T
The above was the only time that a press re­
lease was given for a W alt WTitman Club ban­
quet and initiation. This story, with the names of 
the distinguished guests who attended the ban­
quet and witnessed the ceremonies, had the de­
sired effect. It stopped for all time the wagging 
tongues of those who knew nothing of the Walt 
Whitman Club and its significance.
T H E  W A L T  W H IT M A N  C L U B 331
When the W alt Whitman Club was organized 
in 1895 the population of Iowa had just passed 
the two million mark. Public education was well- 
entrenched although the high school still had com­
petition from academies and colleges. Some idea 
of the size of schools, the months open, the salaries 
of superintendents, the number of assistants, and 
the average salary of teachers, can be gleaned 
from the following data on the W alt Whitman 
Club founders contained in the Iowa State Educa­
tional Directory— 1896-1897:
C l u b  M e m b e r
S c h o o l E n r o l l ­ M o s .
A v e r a g e
M o n t h l y
D is t . m e n t O p e n P o s i t i o n S a l a r y A s s i s . S a l a r y
W . F. Chevalier Red O ak 1,084 9 Supt. $1,400 28 $47.04
W . A. Doron Monticello 482 9 Supt. 1,200 12 40.00
O. J. Laylander C edar Falls 946 9 Supt. 1,600 25 49.00
L. E. A. Ling Cresco 485 9 Supt. 1,300 12 44.55
J. T . Merrill C edar Rapids 4,347 9 Supt. 2,040 114 48.78
George I. Miller Boone 1,760 9 Supt. 1,800 50 46.50
F. T . O ldt Dubuque 4,778 10 Supt. 2,300 112 48.55
F. J. Sessions E ast W aterloo  1,112 9 Supt. 1,600 33 48.75
S. H. Sheakley W averly 620 9 Supt. 1,600 16 43.02
Charles E. Shelton Burlington 3,956 9 H Supt. 1,900 109 66.72
W . D. W ells G rundy Center 353 9 Supt. 1,125 8 38.75
Sherman Yates Ida Grove 520 9 Supt. 1,200 13 45.00
W . W . Rodwell M arshalltown Teacher
Thomas Irish Dubuque 920 10 Prin. 1,600 22 41.82
F. E. W illard M arshalltown 2,318 9 Supt. 1,900 60 56.68
I- N. Beard Osceola 558 9 Supt. 1,100 15 40.53
Geo. H. Mullen W ashington 810 9 Supt. 1.400 21 43.00
F. H. Bloodgood Fayette C ounty Superintendent, W est Union
D. M. Kelly C edar Falls 1,038 .---- Supt. 1,500 28 44.16
D. A. Thornburg Grinnell 833 9 Supt. 1,400 23 54.54
It is well to note the relationship of the above 
institutions with the three institutions of higher
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learning in 1895. The State University of Iowa 
was a relatively small institution with a faculty of 
98 professors and assistants and only 1,250 stu­
dents enrolled in all departments. Its total appro­
priation was $115,000. The “Agricultural Col­
lege“ at Ames was also small, but its president, 
William Beardshear, had just completed his term 
as President of the Iowa State Teachers Associ­
ation and was shortly to be initiated into the Iowa 
Schoolmasters W alt Whitman Club. W . A. Dor- 
on of Monticello and George H. Mullen of W ash­
ington were on the Board of Directors of the State 
Normal School at Cedar Falls. F. J. Sessions of 
Waterloo served on the Executive Committee of 
the Iowa State Teachers Association.
Perhaps the best explanation of the purpose of 
the W alt Whitman Club is given by O. }. Lay- 
lander in his Chronicles of a Contented Man. 
Published in 1928, Laylander's book recalls:
T h e  e a r ly  d a y s  o f  th e  c lu b  w e re  in te n t io n a l ly  s h ro u d e d  
in  m y s te ry . S tr ic t  s e c re c y  w a s  e x a c te d  o f  th e  m e m b ers . 
N o n e  b u t  th e  m e m b e rs  k n e w  th a t  th e  p u rp o s e s  w e re  n o t 
p r im a r i ly  l i te r a ry ;  th a t  it w a s  in  fa c t  a  g r id iro n  o r g a n iz a ­
tio n , to  w h ic h  o n ly  th o s e  k n o w n  to  h a v e  a  s e n s e  o f  h u m o r 
c o u ld  b e  e le c te d ; a  c e n te r  o f  c a m a ra d e r ie  a n d  w it  th a t  h a s  
h a d  v i ta l i ty  e n o u g h  to  c a r r y  it a l r e a d y  th ro u g h  m o re  th a n  
th i r ty  y e a r s ,  a n d  h a s  h a d  o n  its  ro ll m a n y  o f  th e  b r ig h te s t  
a n d  b e s t m en  o f  th e  s ta te .
T h e  a n n u a l  m e e tin g s  o f  th e  c lu b  a t  D e s  M o in e s  w e re  a 
s o u rc e  o f  k e e n  e n jo y m e n t. E a c h  m e e tin g  p ro v id e d  fo r  th e  
a d m is s io n  o f  th r e e  n e w  m e m b e rs . T h e s e  w e re  se le c te d  w ith
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a  v ie w  o f th e ir  a d a p ta t io n  to  th e  re q u ire m e n ts . R e p a r te e  
a n d  g o o d  fe llo w sh ip  w e re  e s s e n tia l  q u a lit ie s , fo r  m a n y  o f 
th e se  m e e tin g s  w e re  o c c a s io n s  o f  re a l b r il lia n c y . . . . T h e  
c lub  h a d  m o re  la u g h s  in  it th a n  its  m e m b e rs  c o u ld  h a v e  
p o ss ib ly  fo u n d  e lse w h e re . T h e  b e s t  e v id e n c e  th a t  th is  
o rg a n iz a t io n  h a s  re a l  m e rit  is  th a t  it r e fu s e d  to  d ie .
The second Annual Banquet of the Iowa 
Schoolmasters W alt Whitman Club was held at 
the Odd Fellows’ Temple in Des Moines on De­
cember 27, 1899—“In honor of the Elevation of 
Friends Beard, Mullen and Willard to the Cam­
araderie of the Brother W alt Degree.” It was on 
this occasion, according to O. }. Laylander, that 
Walt Mullen, when called upon to respond to the 
toast—“W hat Induced Me to Become a W alt” 
—in desperation responded—“God knows, I 
don’t.”
The yearly initiation did not take final form 
until December of 1900. It was the brain child 
of Professor F. C. Eastman, Head of Latin at 
Iowa State Teachers College, who, with Thomas 
M. Irish, Principal of the Prescott School at Du­
buque, had been initiated into the club in 1897. It 
is said that the versatile Eastman, who was con­
stantly bubbling over with enthusiasm, would 
have, with a little encouragement, put the whole 
initiation into verse.
Superintendents D. M. Kelly of Cedar Falls 
and D. A. Thornburg of Grinnell, together with 
President George E. MacLean of the State Uni-
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versity of Iowa, were the first Waltlets to be initi­
ated into the W alt Whitman Club under the ritual 
conceived by Eastman in 1900. This initiation, 
with its searching personal inquiries, its journey 
into the literary tastes of the candidate, and its 
memorable visit to W alt Whitman's farm, is an 
experience through which each neophyte must 
pass. It is an evening that none will forget. It is 
an occasion for which the W alts will travel many 
miles once a year in order to exchange greetings 
and enjoy the sumptuous New England Boiled 
Dinner prepared by W alt Whitman’s fastidious 
Hired Girl.
For the writer, who has known no other gather­
ing place than the Fort Des Moines Hotel during 
the past quarter century, it came as a surprise to 
note, in poring through the Minutes of the Walt 
Whitman Club, the various meeting places during 
the first thirty years of the Club’s history. Many 
of the following have either disappeared, been 
replaced, or might be called historic landmarks:
Y e o m a n ’s H a ll  
S a v e r y  H o te l  ( P a r lo r  G )
S a v e r y  H o te l  (L a d ie s  O r d in a r y )  
C h a m b e r la in  ( D u tc h  R o o m )
E lk s  H a ll  
C h a m b e r la in  H o te l  
E lk s  H a ll
S a v e ry  H o te l  (L a d ie s  O r d in a r y )  
C h a m b e r la in  H o te l
D e c e m b e r  31 , 1902 
D e c e m b e r  29 , 1903 
D e c e m b e r  26, 1904 
D e c e m b e r  26 , 1905 
D e c e m b e r  26 , 1906 
D e c e m b e r  3 1 , 1907 
D e c e m b e r  28, 1908 
N o v e m b e r  4, 1909 
N o v e m b e r  4. 1910
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In the early days, beginning with 1909, it ap­
pears that the initiation frequently took place in 
such unusual places as the offices of the Board of 
Education, Room 1103 Fleming Building, in the 
Lincoln School Building, and in the Press Club 
Rooms, prior to the annual banquet. Between 1925 
and 1929 meetings were held in 705 Youngerman 
Building, in the rooms of the American Institute, 
the offices of the Midland Schools Teachers’ 
Agency, and in the Flynn Building. The dinner 
usually was held at one of the hotels. The dues 
assessed for the meal and sundry incidentals dur­
ing this period usually ran from $1.25 to $1.50. 
The “sundry incidentals’’ included the cost of the 
programs, postage, janitor expense, etc., which 
were all faithfully paid by the Scribe Walt, who 
also served as Treasurer. The balance on hand 
in those days of high finance ranged from 24 cents 
balance on hand in 1925 to $4.72 overdrawn in 
1926. The deficit was due in part to flowers for 
Professor Franklin T. Oldt’s funeral, who served 
the Club faithfully as Chief W alt for a quarter of 
a century.
An idea of the caliber of the men who were initi­
ated into the Iowa Schoolmasters W alt Whitman 
Club can be gained from a study of its member­
ship rolls. Particularly notable is the number of 
College and University presidents identified with 
the group.
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U. o f  I O W A
G e o r g e  E . M a c L e a n — 1902  
J o h n  G . B o w m a n — 1912  
W a l t e r  A . J e s s u p — 1913  
E . A . G ilm o re — 1935  
V irg i l  M . H a n c h e r — 1944
U. O F  N O R . I O W A
O . R . L a th a m — 1929  
M a lc o lm  P r ic e — 1944  
J. W .  M a u c k e r — 1952
I O W A  ST. U N I .
W m . M . B e a r d s h e a r — 1898 
A . B. S to rm s — 1905  
C h a r le s  E . F r i le y — 1940  
J a m e s  H . H i l to n — 1954
D R A K E  U N IV E R S IT Y
W m . B. C r a ig — 1901 
H ill  M . B e ll— 1906  
D . W .  M o re h o u s e — 1924 
H e n r y  G . H a r m o n — 1947
In addition to the above, W . A. Shanklin— 
1906, A. E. Bennett— 1909, and J. P. Van Horn 
— 1926, were presidents of Upper Iowa Univer­
sity; Edwin Schell— 1911, was president of Iowa 
Wesleyan; and Harry M. Gage— 1927, was pres­
ident of Coe College.
Since the Iowa Schoolmasters had organized 
the W alt Whitman Club primarily as a haven for 
superintendents who found themselves in a “lone­
some job,” it is not surprising that its membership 
from the start was composed largely of superin­
tendents, principals, and other administrative offi­
cers in the public school system. The presidents, 
deans, and directors of Drake University and the 
three large state institutions have always been 
well-represented in the W alt Whitman Club. 
Their loyalty to the Club never wavered. Thus, 
W alter A. Jessup was Dean of the College of 
Education at the University of Iowa when he be­
came a W alt in 1913. Three years later he was
C H A R T E R  M EM B ER S
L. E. A. Ling 
F. J. Sessions 
George I. Miller 
W. D. W ells
S. H. Sheakley 
W . W . Rod well 
J. T . Merrill 
O. J. Laylander 
W  F. Chevalier
Sherman Yates 
F. T . Oldt 
W. A. Doron 
Chas. E. Shelton
L A S T  O F  T H E  C H A R T E R  M E M B E R S. 
50T H  A N N IV E R S A R Y  M E E T IN G
W. W. Rodwell O. J. Laylander L. E. A. Ling
W A L T T .F T S -5 0 T H  A N N IV E R S A R Y  C L A S S — 1945
C. L. McDowell 
1944-1963
W. H. Galbreth 
1964-
W m. R. Gibson Barton Morgan J. P. Street
A. B. Grimes
O  J. Laylander—1897 
Aaron Palmer—1905 
C. D. Slinker—1921
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U N IV E R S IT Y A N D  C O L L E G E  P R E S ID E N T S
G. E. MacLean J. G. Bowman W . A. Jessup E. A. Gilmore V. M. Hancher
W m. Bfardshfar
Malcoi m Price J W. Maucker
W . B Craig H. M. Bell D. W . Morehouse H. G. Harmon P. F. Sharp
W . A. Shanklin J. P. Van Horn A E. Bennett
Beardshear Studebaker Salisbury
NEA Pres., 1901 ILS. Com. of Educ. A A SA  Pres., 69 Below: 17 W alt Presidents, ISEA
IVlC^LfcNAM AN Johnstonw  R i g h t McConnell, 05 Bell, 10
E nsign, 19 Morgan, 38 Packer, 43 Johnson, 4 3 Martin, 45
Schmidt, 47 R itter, '48 E rbe, 51 D avies, 53 Gettys, 57
T hompson, 58 Bryan, 59 Anderson. 62 W ells, 63 G ast, 67
Left: W a lt Presidents, National 
Societies
Left, below: W alt Supts. of
Pub. Instr. (Iow a)
IN IT IA T IO N  T IM E  P H O T O S
Arch G rim es— W alt W hitm an  lecturer.
¡¿
Petersen, Chief W alts  Dornon. Quinn.
R ay Schlicher, J C. W righ t.
Scribe W a lt M cDowell, Chief W a lt Gage.
M ax C lark, Kyle Jones, W . W . W ood.
Scribe M cDowell, Chief W alts  Peterson,
Bryan.
S O M E  C H IE F  W A L T S
W alt W hitm an photo—used as 
frontispiece in Leaves of Grass.
Principal Irish and Dubuque Prescott School G raduates—February, 1916.
W alt Tom Irish, 57 years a principal in Dubuque, little dreamed that the class president of 
1916 would write the history of the W alt W hitm an Club. M ore than 2,000 students graduated 
from Prescott School under Irish. He retired at age 83 and died in California at age 94.
Birthplace of W alt W hitm an
Camden Home for W hitm twent
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named president of the University of Iowa to sue- 
ceed W alt John G. Bowman. He continued to at­
tend meetings after becoming president.
That one did not readily forget his W alt W hit­
man associations could be demonstrated a hundred 
times. From Pontiac, Michigan, James H. Harris 
(1913) wrote Scribe Palmer on October 31, 1921, 
that distance made it impossible for him to attend:
In  b o d y , th a t  m a y  b e  so ; in  sp ir it , n o t so . I s h a ll  a lw a y s , 
in  th e  la t te r  se n se , b e  a  W a l t  W h i tm a n i te ,  a n d  n e i th e r  
tim e  n o r  s p a c e  c a n  a l te r  th e  d e l ig h tfu l  m e m o rie s  o f  m y  
a s so c ia tio n s .
Deeply touched at the loss of W alt F. C. East­
man, William A. Shanklin (1906), President 
of Wesleyan University at Middletown, Con­
necticut, wrote on October 15, 1919:
I w o u ld  th a t  it w e re  p o ss ib le  fo r  m e to  b e  p re s e n t  o n  th a t  
o ccas io n , b o th  th a t  I m ig h t h a v e  th e  p r iv ile g e  o f  fe llo w sh ip  
w ith  th e  W a l t s  w h o  w ill b e  th e re  a s se m b le d  a n d  th a t  I 
m ig h t b r in g  a  w o rd  o f  lo v in g  tr ib u te  to  o u r  d e a r  B ro th e r  
E a s tm a n . U n f o r tu n a te ly  fo r m e, h o w e v e r , d is ta n c e  w ill 
d e p r iv e  m e o f  th a t  p r iv ile g e .
From his position as Head Resident of the 
Friendly House at Davenport, Harry Downer, a 
distinguished historian and school teacher, wrote 
Scribe Slinker “The Day After” the Walts had 
met of his inability to join them:
W h e n  I w a s  a  sch o o l te a c h e r  re c e iv in g  re a l m o n ey , 
ru n n in g  in to  d e b t in  th e  su m m e r v a c a tio n  a n d  g e tt in g
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s q u a r e  w ith  th e  w o r ld  b y  th e  fo llo w in g  A p r il ,  I s e e m e d  
to  fin d  e n o u g h  in  th e  s to c k in g  to e  e a c h  y e a r  to  g a th e r  w ith  
th e  e le c t in  N o v e m b e r  a n d  a f t e r  b e in g  le d  a lo n g  th e  s u c ­
c u le n t  p a s tu r a g e  o f  W a l t  W h i t m a n ’s fa rm  a n d  e x c h a n g ­
in g  r a i l le ry  w ith  th e  h ire d  m a n  a n d  th e  h ire d  la d y  c o o k  
n o  o n e  c o u ld  k e e p  m e a t  h o m e  w ith  a  ro p e . B u t s in c e  jo in ­
in g  th e  u p li f t  I h a v e  n o t h a n d le d  e n o u g h  m o n e y  to  b u y  a  
t ic k e t  a n d  it is  to o  f a r  to  w a lk . M y  p a y  is r e a l ly  a d e q u a te  
b u t  it is  la rg e ly  in  g lo ry  a n d  o b itu a r ie s .
Families of members of the W alt Whitman 
Club were well aware that attendance at the annu­
al initiation and dinner served as an elixer in in­
fusing new life into the veins of its members. 
When Eastman died in 1918, his daughter, 
Madge Eastman MacGregor, wrote Scribe Palm­
er in part as follows:
T h e  W a l t  W h i tm a n  C lu b  w a s  v e ry  d e a r  to  m y  f a th e r ’s 
h e a r t .  A m o n g  y o u  a r e  th e  d e a r e s t  f r ie n d s  o f  h is  life tim e , 
a n d  h e  lo o k e d  f o rw a rd  to  y o u r  m e e tin g s  e a c h  y e a r  w ith  th e  
g r e a te s t  p le a s u re .  I b e lie v e  th a t  y o u  k n e w  him  a s  v e ry  
fe w  o f  h is  f r ie n d s  w e re  p r iv ile g e d . T h e r e  w a s  b e tw e e n  
y o u  a  r e a l  u n d e r s ta n d in g ,  a n  in t im a c y  a n d  a  s y m p a th y  
th a t  h e  e n jo y e d  w ith  n o  o n e  e lse . . . .  Y o u  h a v e  a f fo rd e d  
u s  a  m e m o ry  filled  w ith  th e  w a rm e s t  s a t is f a c t io n , a n d  a s  
h e  v a lu e d  th e  g o o d  fe llo w s h ip  b e tw e e n  y o u , so  d o  w e  
a p p r e c ia te  y o u r  e x p re s s io n  o f  it.
The year 1918 was important for other events 
than the passing of W alt Eastman, who died in 
an auto accident. It was also the year of a terrible 
flu epidemic. On November 22 Chief W alt Oldt 
wrote Scribe Palmer that he gave the lectures to
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the S.A.T.C. on “W ar Issues” and conducted 
discussions, quizzes, etc. The Army would have 
to let him off.
Ten days later, on December 2, 1918, Oldt 
wrote Palmer as follows:
Y o u rs  re c e iv e d . I th in k  I sh a ll w r i te  th e  S ta te  S u p t. 
e lec t to  ta k e  p a r t  in  th e  p ro g ra m . B u t,  w ill th e re  re a l ly  be 
a  m e e tin g ?  A c c o rd in g  to  p re s s  r e p o r ts  th e  in f lu e n z a  in 
D .M . is w o rs e  n o w  th a n  in  e a r ly  N o v e m b e r . A  c ity  in 
w h ich  th e  p e o p le  a r e  c o m p e lle d  to  w e a r  m a sk s  o n  th e  
s tr e e ts  is n o t a  v e ry  in v itin g  field  fo r  a  c o n v e n tio n .
I lo s t m y  o n ly  so n  a  fe w  w e e k s  a g o  a f te r  a  s ie g e  o f 
in flu en za , o r  p n e u m o n ia , la s t in g  o n ly  fo u r  o r  five d a y s . I 
k n e w  n o th in g  o f  th e  illn e ss  u n til te le g ra m  w a s  re c e iv e d  
a n n o u n c in g  d e a th . I t so  sh o c k e d  m e th a t  I find  it im p o ss i­
b le  to  b eco m e  e n th u s ia s t ic  a b o u t  a  p ro p o s e d  m e e tin g  in  a 
f lu -s tr ic k e n  c ity .
Since a limit had to be placed on the number of 
College members it was determined to extend invi­
tations after 1930 largely to the three State 
colleges and Drake because these were the only 
institutions that offered advanced degrees in edu­
cation for public school administrators. It is inter­
esting to note that the only charter member who 
was not a superintendent was 29-year old W . W . 
Rodwell, a Marshalltown teacher, who forfeited 
his active membership in the W alt Whitman Club 
in 1898 for missing a regular meeting but has al­
ways been identified with the Club.
Enough has been written to indicate that teach­
ing and education form the crux upon which the
340 T H E  P A L IM P S E S T
W alt Whitman Club was founded. Whitman 
himself had taught four years in one-room schools 
in seven Long Island communities. His annual sal­
ary was $72.20 with board for no more than five 
months of teaching during the winter of 1837- 
1838. He taught 85 pupils. Throughout his life 
Whitman considered himself a teacher and a 
friend of education. His concept of a good teacher 
presents a real challenge to the modern pedagogue:
T o  b e  a  g o o d  te a c h e r  r e q u ir e s  g r e a t  a n d  lo n g  e x p e r i ­
e n c e ; a  fu ll s to c k  o f  k n o w le d g e  a n d  a  fine  d e l ic a te  ta c t  
in  d is c r im in a t in g  o n e  k in d  o f  c h a r a c te r  fro m  a n o th e r .  It 
is  a  h ig h  a n d  a r d u o u s  s ta t io n — th a t  o f  te a c h in g . I t  is fa r. 
f a r  m o re  th a n  g o in g  th r o u g h  th e  m e re  fo rm s  o f  h e a r in g  
le s s o n s . I t  n e e d s  th e  c le a r  e y e , a n d  th e  s te a d y  h a n d . It 
n e e d s  th a t  fine  a n d  e x q u is i te  ju d g m e n t  o f  h u m a n  n a tu re ,  
w h ic h  e n a b le s  th e  p o s s e s s o r  to  k n o w  th e  r ig h t  w a y  o f 
g o in g  to  w o rk  w ith  a ll th e  v a r io u s  a n d  d if fe re n t  k in d s  o f 
te m p e rs  a n d  d is p o s i t io n s . T h e  d u tie s  o f  te a c h in g , w e  w ill 
a d d ,  s h o u ld  b e  e n te r e d  in to  n o t  fo r  m o n e y  m e re ly , b u t 
w ith  a  s e n s e  o f  i ts  re s p o n s ib i l i ty , its  so le m n  o b lig a tio n s , 
a n d  i ts  la s t in g  in f lu e n c e s  o n  th o s e  ta u g h t .
On the occasion of its 20th anniversary, in 1915, 
the W alt Whitman Club had a membership of 74, 
including the 13 charter members and the W ait- 
lets who were being initiated that night. The rec­
ords showed that at least 24 had left Iowa and 
were no longer active; eight had died, leaving a 
total of only 42 in Iowa when the group met in 
Des Moines. School administrators continued to 
form the nucleus of the group.
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In the fall of 1945, on the occasion of the 50th 
anniversary, 96 names had been added in the 
thirty years that had passed since 1915. This 
brought the total initiated in 50 years to 172. Of 
this number, 64 were living in Iowa, 74 were listed 
as deceased, while those living outside the state 
(including a few about whom no reliable recent 
data had been obtained) numbered 34. W alt Lay- 
lander was again present and addressed the group.
Looking back over a period of thirty-three 
years, Joseph Fort Newton, Philadelphia pastor, 
sent his regrets to the assembled W alts on the 
occasion of their 50th anniversary:
I t to o k  m e a w a y  b a c k  a c ro s s  th e  y e a r s  to  th a t  g o o d ly  
g ro u p  in  w h ic h  I w a s  so  m u ch  a t  h om e, a n d  w ith  w h o m  
I h a d  su c h  g ra n d  fe llo w sh ip . S o m e  o f  th e m  h a v e  p a s s e d  
o v e r  th e  h ills , a n d  a re  f a r  a w a y , b u t th e y  so m e h o w  seem  
c lo se  to  us. I w ish  so  m u ch  th a t  I c o u ld  r e tu r n  to  Io w a , 
a n d  a t te n d  a  m e e tin g  o f  th e  C lu b .
Although Newton was unable to be present, the 
Walts printed the following in their program from 
his River of Years:
A ll th ro u g h  th e  y e a r s  W h i tm a n  h a s  b e e n  a  so u rc e  o f 
s t r e n g th  a n d  in w a rd  s u s ta in in g ;  h e  h a s  h e lp e d  m e to  b e ­
lieve in  A m e ric a  a s  I b e liev e  in  G o d , h e lp e d  m e to  k e e p  
its  g re a t  D re a m  a liv e  in  m y  h e a r t .
In 1953 an analysis was made of the back­
ground of 103 of the 110 deceased members of 
the W alt Whitman Club. Four of the group were
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born before Iowa achieved Statehood: J. T. Mer­
rill (1839), Thomas M. Irish (1841), William 
Smith (1845), and William Craig (1846). The 
place and year of birth of seven of the thirteen 
Charter Members is interesting:
W a l t e r  A . D o ro n Io w a 1853
F . T .  O ld t P a . 1853
F r a n k  S e s s io n s Io w a 1853
L. E . A . L in g E n g la n d 1855
W m . F r a n k l in  C h e v a l ie r O h io 1855
W m . D e W i t t  W e l l s P a . 1858
C h a r le s  S h e l to n Io w a 1859
Since Iowa was a relatively young state when 
the W alt Whitman Club was organized in 1895 
it is not surprising that 51 of the known birth­
places of these deceased W alts were outside of 
Iowa—Ohio leading with 12, Illinois with 9, and 
Pennsylvania and Indiana with 5 each. Three 
Waltlets were foreign-born—one in Great Britain 
and two in Canada. Twenty-five W alts were 
known to have been born in Iowa.
The following shows the Iowa colleges attended 
by members of the W alt Whitman Club accord­
ing to the 1953 study:
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Io w a 19 H ig h la n d  P a r k 2
Io w a  S ta te  C o lle g e 7 G r in n e ll 1
D r a k e  U n iv e r s i ty 7 D e s  M o in e s  U n i. 1
U . o f  N o r th e r n  Io w a 6 P a r s o n s  C o lle g e 1
C o rn e l l  C o lle g e 5 S im p so n  C o lle g e 1
U p p e r  Io w a  U n iv e r s i ty 2 Io w a  W e s le y a n 1
Some of the more popular out-of-state colleges 
attended by W alts were:
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  C h ic a g o  11 H a r v a r d  4
C o lu m b ia  U n iv e r s i ty  9 Y a le  4
Several charter members of the W alt Whitman 
Club graduated from smaller Eastern colleges— 
Oldt from Lafayette, Chevalier from Marietta, 
and Sheakley from Thiel. The positions held by 
the 103 deceased W alts at the time of their elec­
tion were: superintendents—51, principals— 13, 
college presidents— 18, and a scattering of others.
Since the 50th anniversary in 1945 a total of 
120 have been initiated into the Iowa Schoolmas­
ters W alt Whitman Club. Four candidates were 
initiated in 17 of the 25 years. Eight were added 
to the rolls in 1946, 1947, and 1948, while ten 
were being added to the membership roll in 1970, 
in honor of the 75th anniversary of the W alt 
Whitman Club. Many W alts have continued to 
return to Des Moines long after their retirement; 
their joy at renewing old ties never seems to wav­
er. Whether they are 80 or 90, their enthusiasm 
for that night remains undimmed. W alt A. M. M. 
Dornon actually continued his yearly hegira 
through his 99th birthday.
Considerable preparation must take place to set 
the stage for the reception of the Waltlets each 
year. The basic work is carried out by the local 
committee composed mostly of residents of Des
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Moines and Polk County. In 1957 Scribe W alt 
Carlos McDowell sent out the following typical 
flyer notifying members of the forthcoming gath­
ering :
P E R S O N N E L  O F  W A L T  W H I T M A N ’S  F A R M
N o v e m b e r  6, 1957
W a lt W h itm an —A. M . M . D ornon or W illiam  Petersen 
Chief W a l t—H enry  G albreth  or E . T . Peterson 
Boss W a l t—M ax C lark  or C lyde Parker 
E x u rg er—D on Foster or H ow ard  Blanchard
1st H ired M an —R ay  B ryan A lternate—Joe G ettys
2nd H ired M an—G eorge H ohl A lternate—James C. W rig h t
3rd H ired M an —O scar Thom pson A lternate—E arl H arm on
4th H ired M an—Kenneth Stephenson A lternate—H erbert Spitzer 
5th H ired M an—C. J. C hristiansen A lternate—Amos Lee
H ired G irl—Lyle Q uinn A lternate—W a lte r  Hetzel
10th H ired M an —L. H. Shepoiser A lternate—W illiam  Gibson
A ssistant E x u rg ers—B. C. Berg, F rank  Douma, R. W . Johnson, Budd 
M oyle, Barton M organ
P roperty  W a lts —Fred Schmidt, Ralph N orris 
A rch Grimes a t the piano
Few men can point to such a distinguished 
career as President William M. Beardshear, who 
headed Iowa State College at Ames between 1891 
and 1902. Beardshear served as NEA Director 
from Iowa from 1887 to 1889 and from 1896 to 
1901 as a life director. He died in 1902—when 
only fifty-two years old. In the memorial service 
held by the Iowa State Teachers Association for 
Beardshear on January 1, 1903, Henry Sabin de­
clared in part:
T h e r e  w a s  n o  a r is to c ra c y ,  n o  e n v y , n o  h a t r e d ,  n o  u n ­
c h a r i ta b le n e s s ,  n o  s e lf ish n e s s  in  B e a r d s h e a r 's  h e a r t .  H e  
g re e te d  n o t  a lo n e  th e  c o lle g ia n s  a m o n g  e d u c a to r s  a n d
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th o se  in  h ig h  p la c e s , b u t  h e  g re e te d  c o rd ia l ly  th e  te a c h e rs  
o f  th e  co m m o n  sc h o o ls  o f  th e  s ta te .  H e  b e lie v e d  in  th e  
e d u c a tio n  o f  a ll th e  p e o p le . H e  w a n te d  th e  p e o p le  to  
k n o w  h is  o w n  in s t i tu t io n  a n d  h is  g r e a te s t  w o rk  w a s  th e  
o rg a n iz a tio n  o f  g re a t  e x c u rs io n s  w h ic h  to o k  to  th e  c o lle g e  
th e  p e o p le  w h o  w e re  s e n d in g  th e re  th e ir  c h ild re n . H e  
lo v ed  c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  co m m o n  p e o p le , a n d  he , h im se lf , 
s p ra n g  fro m  th e m . H e  w a s  th e  f r ie n d  o f  e v e ry  m a n . Io w a  
w o u ld  b e  f o r tu n a te  d id  s h e  h a v e  a  th o u s a n d  su c h  m en , so 
e n th u s ia s tic  a n d  lo y a l to  th e  c a u s e  o f  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f  th e  
w h o le  p eo p le . H e  a n s w e re d  th e  c a lls  o f  th e  p eo p le . H e  
n e v e r  d e c lin e d  to  v is it a n y  in s t i tu t io n  o r  a n y  sch o o l, b u t 
s c a t te re d  h is  a d d re s s e s  b ro a d c a s t ,  a n d  in  c o n s id e r in g  a n  
in v ita tio n  th o u g h t  n o t w h e th e r  it w a s  a  g r e a t  o r  a  sm a ll 
sch o o l o r  a  p o w e rfu l  o r  w e a k  c lie n ta g e . H e  sp o k e  a t  
f a rm e rs ’ in s t i tu te s , a t  c o m m e n c e m e n ts , a t  n o rm a l in s t i tu te s , 
u p o n  a ll o c c a s io n s , e v e ry w h e re , a n d  n e v e r  s a id  in  re p ly  to  
in v ita t io n s :  “ I am  to o  b u s y .” I t w o u ld  be  b e t te r  fo r  Io w a  
to d a y  h a d  h e  s a id  so m e tim e s  th a t  h e  w a s  to o  b u sy , fo r  
he  sac rif ic ed  h is  life  o n  th e  a l ta r  o f  o v e rw o rk . B u t h a d  he  
sa id  N o ” to  a n y  in v ita t io n  fro m  a n y  q u a r te r  it w o u ld  n o t 
h a v e  b e e n  B e a rd s h e a r .
Back in February of 1897 Johnson Brigham, ed­
itor of the Midland Monthly, in calling attention 
to the founding of the W alt Whitman Club, 
wondered if the progenitors might not have left 
themselves open to sharp criticism. It is doubtful 
if Mr. Brigham was even acquainted with young 
O. J. Laylander—who conceived the idea of the 
club.
Thirty-one years later in 1928, this same John­
son Brigham, then the revered State Librarian of
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Iowa, wrote the following note which was later 
printed on the dust jacket of O. }. Laylander s 
new book:
I s a t  in  m y  e a s y  c h a ir  la s t  n ig h t— w e ll o n  in to  th e  n ig h t  
— in  q u ie t  e n jo y m e n t  o f  “ T h e  C h ro n ic le s  o f  a  C o n te n te d  
M a n ."  O c c a s io n a l ly  a n  o u tb u r s t  o f  l a u g h te r  d r e w  fro m  
th e  fa m ily  a n  in s is te n c e  th a t  I r e a d  a lo u d  th e  s to ry . O c c a ­
s io n a l ly  I c o m p e lle d  th e  w ife  to  “ lis te n  to  th i s " — re a d in g  
so m e  p a s s a g e  w h ic h  c le v e r ly  e x p re s s e d  m y  o w n  u n f o r m u ­
la te d  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  c o n te n tm e n t .
I th a n k  y o u  fo r  th e  p le a s u re  a n d  s o u l- s a t i s f a c t io n  g iv e n  
m e b y  th e  s to r y  o f  y o u r  e a r ly  life  in  O h io  w ith  its  h a r d ­
s h ip s  a n d  tr iu m p h s ;  y o u r  y o u th  a n d  y o u n g  m a n h o o d  in  
Io w a ; y o u r  e v o lu tio n  fro m  a  p o o r  f a rm e r  in to  a  s u c c e s s fu l 
e d u c a to r  a n d  p u b l is h e r— all so  m o d e s t ly  y e t  so  v iv id ly  
p ic tu re d ;  y o u r  re m in is c e n c e s  o f  g r e a t  Io w a n s , w e ll k n o w n  
to  fa m e — a n d  to  m e; th e  fine  t r ib u te s  y o u  p a y  to  y o u r  
p a r tn e r s ;  a n d . a b o v e  a ll, a n d  ru n n in g  th ro u g h  a ll, y o u r  
in v in c ib le  p h ilo s o p h y . I h a v e  n e v e r  fo u n d  a n y  w o rk  w h ic h  
so  w e ll c ry s ta l l iz e s  m y  o ld - a g e  v ie w s  o f  life.
And who would not be stirred to the depths by 
a man who could philosophize as follows:
T H E  C H R O N I C L E S  O F  A  C O N T E N T E D  M A N
(1 9 2 8 )
I am  n o t  a  d is t in g u is h e d  m a n . I h a v e  m a d e  n o  n o ta b le  
a c h ie v e m e n t in  sc ie n c e , a r t ,  o r  le t te r s .  I am  n o t th e  p ro u d  
p o s s e s s o r  o f  a  r o s a r y  o f  t i t le s  a n d  d e g re e s .  I h a v e  n o t 
s e rv e d  o n  th e  c re w  o f  th e  sh ip  o f  s ta te .  I am  n o t a  g r e a t  
p r e a c h e r  o r  r e fo rm e r .  I h a v e  n o t a c c u m u la te d  g r e a t  w e a lth . 
N e v e r th e le s s  I am  a n  u n u s u a l  m a n , fo r  I am  a  c o n te n te d  
o n e . . . .
A s  I p a s s  d o w n  th e  q u a r te r  s t r e tc h  to  th e  ju d g e s ’ s ta n d
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I h a v e  n o  c a u se  to  re v ise  m y  c la im . C o n te n tm e n t  is p o s s i ­
b le. I ts  fo o d  is love, i ts  h a rv e s t  is f r ie n d s . I c e r ta in ly  c a n ­
n o t c o m p la in . I h a v e  g o tte n  o u t o f  life  a ll th a t  I d e se rv e . 
I m a k e  n o  p re te n s e  o f  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th in g s  n o t m e a n t to  
b e  u n d e rs to o d , n o r  ju d g in g  th in g s  th a t  c a n n o t  b e  ju d g e d . 
I s im p ly  a c c e p t a n d  am  n o t d is tu rb e d . . . .
I am  u n a b le  to  jo in  th e  c h o ru s  o f  th o s e  w h o  s in g  a lw a y s  
th e  s o n g s  o f y o u th . T o  m e n o w  is  th e  m o s t in te re s t in g  
p o in t in  life. In  r e tro s p e c t  th e  tr ia ls  a n d  d is a p p o in tm e n ts  
o f m y  o w n  y o u th  w e re  ju s t  a s  re a l a n d  a s  h a rd  to  c o m b a t 
a s  th o s e  o f a d u l t  life . T h e  b e s t  te n  y e a r s  th a t  I h a v e  
k n o w n  w e re  th e  la s t  te n , th e  b e s t  y e a r  w a s  la s t  y e a r ,  th e  
b e s t d a y  to d a y ;  fo r  to  its  o w n  jo y  is a d d e d  a ll th e  jo y s  
th a t  h a v e  g o n e  b e fo re . . . .
T h u s  it seem s to  m e: U n le s s  th e  f ru it io n  o f  th e  y e a r s  is 
filled w ith  fo n d  f r ie n d s h ip s , o n e  m u s t h a v e  lo s t th e  w a y . 
U n le s s  w h a t  is s ty le d  w o r ld ly  su c c e ss  h a s  b e e n  l ig h te d  b y  
love, th e  ra c e  h a s  b e e n  s c a rc e ly  w o r th  th e  ru n n in g .
A s  I n o w  sit in  th e  coo l o f  th e  e v e n in g  o f  life  a n d  lis te n  
to  th e  v o ices  o f  f r ie n d s  th e y  a r e  v e ry  sw e e t.
T o g e th e r  h a v e  w e  la u g h e d ,
T o g e th e r  h a v e  w e  w e p t;
T o g e th e r  s w e e t d r a u g h ts  q u a ffe d ,
T o g e th e r  v ig ils  k e p t.
T o g e th e r  in  fa ir  w e a th e r ,
T o g e th e r  in  th e  g a le ;
T o g e th e r — c a re le s s  w h e th e r  
T o g e th e r  w in  o r  fa il.
T o g e th e r  h a v e  w e  fo u g h t,
T o g e th e r  so m e tim e s  w o n ;
T o g e th e r  tro p h ie s  b ro u g h t,
T o g e th e r  b e e n  u n d o n e .
T o g e th e r  lo n g  re s t  e a rn in g ,
T o g e th e r  h e a r t  a n d  h e a r t ;
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T o g e th e r  in  o u r  y e a r n in g ,
T o g e th e r  th o u g h  a p a r t .
T o g e th e r  d r i f t in g  e v e r ,
T o g e th e r  n e a r in g  s h o re ;
T o g e th e r ,  d o u b t in g  n e v e r ,
T o g e th e r  e v e rm o re .
The W alt Whitman Club has truly lived up to 
the spirit of “Together” as noted in this poem by 
Laylander.
The following men, in accordance with tradi­
tion, have served as Chief W alt or Scribe W alt, 
until illness, death, or removal from the State made 
it impossible for them to continue in office:
Year Chief Walt
1896 J. T .  M e r r i l l
1901 F . T .  O ld t
1927 A . M . M . D o rn o n
1958 H a r r y  M . G a g e
1961 L y le  Q u in n
1962 E . T .  P e te r s o n
1964 R a y  B ry a n
Scribe Walt
1896  O . J. L a y la n d e r  
1 9 0 6 -1 9 2 1  A a r o n  P a lm e r  
1922  A . M . M . D o rn o n  
1927  C la y  D . S lin k e r
1943  Jo h n  H il l ia rd
1944  C . L. M c D o w e ll  
1964  H e n r y  G a lb r e th
S in c e  1895  a  to ta l  o f  2 9 0  h a v e  b e e n  e le c te d  to  th e  W a l t  
W h i tm a n  C lu b . M u c h  th e  s a m e  p a t te r n  o f  m e m b e rs h ip  
e m e rg e s  w ith  s u p e r in te n d e n ts  p re d o m in a t in g , fo llo w e d  b y  
p r in c ip a ls ,  a n d  th e n  d e a n s ,  d ir e c to r s ,  a n d  p ro f e s s o r s  o f  
e d u c a t io n  la rg e ly  fro m  th e  s t a t e  sc h o o ls .
W illiam J. P etersen
